After Death? The Christian hope today
Notes, taken by a WTA member, of the lecture given on 6 January 2003 
to the Bournemouth William Temple Association 
by The Revd Professor Paul Badham, Dept of Theology & Religious Studies, University of Wales


Revd Professor Paul Badham gave an illuminating talk about heaven - life after death. He has made a particular study of this subject for many years with authoritative publications to his credit.
The hope for Christians is for a fuller and richer life after death. The New Testament mentions heaven over 200 times and conveys a relationship we have with God which God values1 and so will hold this beyond our mortal death. The all powerful and all loving God requires more than a temporal existence for us. And Jesus led early Christians to a strong belief in life after death.
Life on earth develops our personality - there is no reason to end it. Our self-identity or 'being' is our self-awareness and memory and with death moves to a different sphere or dimension of being.
Many near-death experiences were cited when the heart and lungs had stopped and there was a noted absence of brain activity; some such records following research in leading hospitals. It is more common than thought for people to have an out-of-body experience between the brain ceasing to function and resuscitation. Consciousness may continue - many tell of looking down on their body and meeting with relatives before re-entering worldly life.
During discussion after the lecture several attested to meeting with the deceased with their new immortal bodies. The convincing conclusion is that the soul survives mortal death and goes to find a wonderful new life with God. 
Archbishop William Temple said " 'God who is love' appears nonsense in view of the world He has made if there is no other." 
