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Orando Laborando - By working & by praying - The motto of Rugby School. It is interesting that  in English the order is customarily reversed.

Rugby School  Chapel is the thread which connects my  theme of the Temples at Rugby and had a key place in the ministry of both Temples.

I shall examine the role of Frederick Temple, Rugby’s greatest headmaster after Arnold and his place as Archbishop of Canterbury which set the scene for his  son William Temple in a similar progression. And the latter includes my own personal experience at  Rugby between 1941 & 1945 during which time William Temple was Chairman of the Governing Body up until his death in 1944,  during this period he was  translated from York to Canterbury. He was the second greatest Christian whom I have had the privilege to  know personally. 

( The greatest was Leonard Wilson, Bishop of Singapore and ultimately Birmingham). Much of the information in my talk comes from  J B Hope-Simpson, author of  “Rugby since Arnold” 

Rugby School  Chapel

As I sit in the Chapel of St Cross on a Sunday,  Butterfield’s tiled floor takes me back to Rugby School  Chapel which for me has that wonderful feeling of closeness to God. Butterfield’s Chapel which replaced that of Arnold’s era was not completed until after Frederick Temple’s time as  headmaster. The thread is maintained by the reading of the “Parable of the Sower“, Arnold’s favourite lesson,  at the first and last Chapel each term.    

To set the scene I refer to the poem of Matthew Arnold son of  the great Thomas Arnold. The aura of Arnold is present in the Chapel in two stained glass windows which he bought from a Church in the Low Countries.


Coldly,  sadly descends


The autumn evening ..  The Field


Strewn with its dank yellow drifts


Of wither’d leaves,  and the elms,


Fade into dimness apace,


Silent: - hardly a shout


From a few boys late at their play !


The lights come  out in the street ,


In the school room windows ; but cold ,


Solemn , unlighted , austere ,


Through the gathering darkness , arise


The Chapel walls ,  in whose  bound


Thou ,  my father !  Art laid


There thou  dost lie ,  in the gloom


Of the autumn evening .  But ah 



That word  ,  gloom ,  to my mind


Brings thee back in the light


Of thy radiant vigour again !


In the gloom of  November we pass’d


Days not of gloom  at thy side ;


Seasons impair’d not the ray


Of thine even cheerfulness clear ,


Such thou wast ;  and I stand


In the autumn evening ,  and think


Of  bygone autumns with thee …


O strong soul ,  by what shore


Tarriest thou now ?  For that force ,


Surely ,   has not been left vain !


Somewhere ,   surely ,   afar ,


In the  sounding labour-house  vast


Of  being  ,  is practised that strength ,


Zealous , beneficent , firm ! …

Dr Frederick Temple

In September 1941, when I took my seat in Rugby School Chapel, there in front  of me was the Memorial to Frederick Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury. This stood out amongst a number of distinguished Rugbeians. Who was this man ?

Here was a great man, a great Headmaster and a great Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Frederick Temple was educated at Blundells School where he learned the  habit of  hard & independent work which stayed with him for the rest of  his life. As a very impoverished Scholar at Balliol he gained a  double first  in Classics and Mathematics. He also found time to read a great deal of  history and biological science , and later  he  was to master the elements of chemistry & physics and to teach in the laboratory at Kneller Hall. In addition he liked cricket & football & was a great walker. As an undergraduate he  walked  48 miles from Oxford to Rugby when Arnold wished to see him. Arnold liked him and kept him at Rugby for a while. Frederick Temple had a boyhood  passion for tree climbing. Shortly after his  arrival as Headmaster , he admitted that the story that he had climbed all the trees in the Close was not without foundation.

Temple , when arriving in Rugby for the  first time as Headmaster ,  shocked the middle-class susceptibilities of  the inhabitants by walking up from the station wearing a swallow-tailed coat and carrying his own bag. This was not the kind of behaviour to which they were accustomed in the  Headmaster of Rugby School . Yet  this was the  man who was to  fulfil the prophesy of  R R W Lingen that if Temple were appointed to Rugby , it “would mark an epoch in the public education in this country not less notable than that which followed the appointment of Dr Arnold.

Rapidly the whole school , masters and boys alike , found that they had to deal with a man who was completely impartial , scrupulously fair and rock firm . He never suffered from a mutinous staff like many headmasters . He was not a great classicist and he broadened the curriculum . He induced an atmosphere of cheerfulness and serenity in work and engendered a lively interest  which was infectious .  Rising numbers led to a programme of new building under the architect ,  Butterfield . Temple’s boundless energy touched every facet of school life.  His reforms at Rugby anticipated many of the recommendations of the Royal Commission on Public Schools in 1862.

In a real sense Temple regarded the Close and the Chapel as complimentary  and working together . He was inclined to regard too much religious zeal in the young as unhealthy , and his sermons ,  short and polished were of a kind the boys appreciated . Many of the simple rules he adopted were still in evidence in my time at Rugby. During Temple’s time he celebrated the School’s tercentenary in great  style

The publication in 1860 of “Essays and Reviews” caused a furore because it contained a

number of  “modernist” ideas which  were anathema  to Pusey and many of the main 

stream of the Church. They found the article by Temple itself on “The Education of the 

World” was unobjectionable but he refused to withdraw it from the book or to disavow the 

book itself.  The Trustees  of Rugby School (predecessors  of the Governing Body) 

grudgingly accepted Temple’s  explanation but others did not and objections were made 

when Gladstone offered Temple the Bishopric of Exeter .  Writing in Times on 1st March 

2010 Bishop Richard Harries states  “In 1861, two years after the publication of ‘On the 

Origin of the Species‘, Temple preached a sermon in Oxford saying that God creates the 

world by secondary causes over a very long period of time”  which was a very early step to 

reconcile the church with Darwins theory

.

In spite of the criticisms of his appointment Frederick Temple was  a good diocesan. His 

second son William was born at Exeter.  In due course he was translated to  London where 

he was  equally  successful. In  1896 at the age of 75 he was so deaf and nearly blind that 

he offered to resign. However he was translated to  Canterbury , the third Rugby  master  

in  succession to hold the see of St Augustine , following  Archibald Campbell Tait and 

Edward White  Benson. He was a great Archbishop, driving  himself  with hard work and 

lived to crown King Edward VII just before  his own death in 1902.

During is life as a Bishop he maintained his interest in Rugby School  as a member of the 

Governing Body.

William Temple

Now we must turn to William Temple. What an act to follow -his father. In many ways his path followed a similar course - Headmaster, Diocesan Bishop and finally Archbishop. He was educated in School House Rugby under Dr John Percival and Dr Herbert Armitage James, the ‘Bodger’. 

“There is no way”, said William Temple, perhaps inheriting the opinion of his father, “of  teaching boys to work for themselves except by giving them the chance to be idle : there is no way of teaching boys  to use time except by giving them the chance to waste it”. This chance Percival was never ready to give. However William Temple said, Percival had “inspired Rugby with an ideal of life in which service ranked higher than popularity and  duty came before  enjoyment”. William Temple used his  time at Rugby to the full. He would complete his prep in 30 minutes against the 2 hours allowed which enabled him to read widely and voraciously. He was the greatest  all-rounder amongst a group of very outstanding contemporaries though he was never Head of the School or of  his House nor the most distinguished  scholar, and he was no athlete, as an aside in my time the School House’s shortest run was known as the “Billy Belch” after him. His time at school was good and in 1916 he wrote to his wife “ I want you to know why some Rugbeians are so intolerably conceited about their school”
Skipping a bit in due course the Governors of Repton School wanted him. Eventually Temple accepted the headship, but with the wisdom of hindsight it is clear that this was not his calling and he left after three years with a chequered legacy in that school. His biographer suggests that it was through experiences like this he finally freed himself from his father's shadow and grew into his own vocation of a prophetic role in the nation's life, and coincidentally ended up at Canterbury like his father. 

William Temple was shocked when his approach to his bishop about ordination was turned down - it takes a brave bishop to refuse to ordain the son of the former Archbishop of Canterbury, but Bishop Paget was that brave. Temple was desperately disappointed and forced into a few years of soul searching and clarification of  his vocation and his motives before he was finally accepted for ordination. You will be aware of William Temple’s wonderful career in the Church and of his numerous books such as “Readings in  St John‘s Gospel“, “Mens Creatrix” , “Christus Veritas”  and “Nature, Man and God”. Winston Churchill quipped on nominating Temple for the See of St Augustine in 1942. “The only sixpenny object in a penny bazaar” .

 I want to talk about his continuing support for and interest in Rugby School.

William Temple was appointed to the Governing Body of Rugby School in1934 and succeeded Sir Austen Chamberlain as Chairman in 1937. He was a keen supporter of education in general as we all saw at  the  Speech Day  in 1944 when the guest speaker was  R A Butler who gave us all  a preview of his plans for his great Education Act of which William Temple was a keen supporter. We often saw him walking in  the Close and heard his sermons which , like his father’s,  short and polished, were of a kind boys appreciated .  It is lovely to hear his voice today in the BBC Sound Archives. The sound of his voice is still the same that I heard in the 1940’s . I can only say we were all  greatly privileged to  “Sit at the Feet” of William Temple in Rugby School Chapel.

In  conclusion the Temples, father and son, served Rugby School well following in the steps of Thomas Arnold.

I thank you for this opportunity to  speak to you and I bring  you greetings from a former member of your association, my mentor, Canon Colin Deedes.
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