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Good Evening and welcome  
Thank you for inviting me to speak to you today.
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I am Audrey Gray long time retired nurse and social worker; active local preacher in the Methodist |Church and I come to you in my capacity as Ecumenical Accompanier, bit of a mouthful, but shortened to EA.

The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme for Palestine and Israel was established in 2002 by the World Council of Churches in response to a request from the heads of the churches in Jerusalem.

In Britain the programme is administered by the Quakers based in London on behalf of our churches.  Ecumenical Accompaniers are recruited from all over Britain and Ireland.

This jacket or vest was our “uniform” invaluable for storage especially the vital mobile phone and the never to be left behind passport, as volunteers in the West Bank ,vital at all times.

The logo shows the Cross to represent the churches, the barbed wire to demonstrate the occupation and the dove of peace for which we all strive.

Our main tasks are to offer protection through non violent presence, to monitor and report violations of human rights and International Law and to support Palestinian and Israeli peace activists.  And advocacy on return, hence I am here.

In this way we are making a small contribution to the non violent, peaceful and just end to the Israeli Occupation of the West Bank and Annexed East Jerusalem.

This has been for 41yrs (cf audience)
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Historically the Green Line was established by The United Nations in 1949 
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Infringements and incursions followed the 1967 Israeli Occupation of the West Bank an Annexed East Jerusalem

Since 1987 I have visited the area 7 times as a pilgrim, maybe you have been there too.  I was privileged to go with this programme as an EA for 4 ½ months, returning early September.  I am amazed at how little of the real situation that I saw and understood in those 7 pilgrimages.  I hope this evening that as an EA I can share with you something of what it means to walk the walk to a deeper understanding and inspire a desire to be involved in bringing about change.

Firstly I share with you Faith, a tiny bear by bear standards, given to me by church friends.  She reminded me that the ocean is made up of tiny drops and we each have our tiny but important drop to contribute.  So here is Faith, a constant companion.

All that I do and say is to underline the belief that :-

The Israeli Occupation of Palestine and annexed East Jerusalem, must end non violently with a just peace.  Or as Riah former Bishop of the Middle East says “A just peace not just any peace”.

Remember 41 years

Let me tell you about 2 Palestinian communities whose daily lives have been changed and disrupted by Israeli settler development.   A settler is an Israeli Citizen who lives on Palestinian land illegally under International Law.  The 4th Geneva convention makes it illegal for an occupying power to settle their population in occupied territory.
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Come with me to Yanoun an isolated tiny village in the Nablus area.  The illegal Itamar settlement on the hills above Yanoun is expanding along the hilltop, they are an aggressive, intrusive group of settlers, who at one time caused the whole community of Yanoun to move and leave their ancestral homes.  International presence 365 days a year has enabled most of these families to return to this fertile pastoral valley.  Fridays and Saturdays are favourite days for incursions by these Israeli settlers, which continue to terrorise this peaceful farming community, where some land still cannot be cultivated because of the proximity to and encroachment of the settlement.
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So we move to in the West Bank, on the hills between Jerusalem and Jericho, here are a group of Palestinian Bedouin shepherds.  In 1952 this group were moved by the Israeli government to this Maghayir al Dir area, (renamed Ma’ale Mikhmas by the Israelis,) the Bedouin winters are normally spent near Jericho, but now some have to stay behind to protect their meagre dwellings given that settlers have moved to the hills above.

Nicola Harrison of UNWRA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency             ) asked for the Eappi programme to be involved, as settlers from the hilltop above the Bedouin site were harassing the shepherds on the plain below, preventing them from their normal way of life ie sheep etc.  We were able to provide a protective presence.  This travelling pastoral people were terrified, as the throats of sheep were cut, knives were held to men’s throats and small rockets were fired from the hill above.

Slide Pauline Ibrahim 
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You see from the pictures that the pasture is poor, the best pasture being in the valley below the settlement, now an area forbidden by the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) in the name of protecting the settlers, the problem is that like me the sheep cannot read  the Hebrew notices forbidding access. The cost of buying in replacement feed for the stock stretched their finances to the limit.  To add to the fear the small concrete classroom was gratuitously damaged, so education was unnecessarily interrupted.  Our weekly visits, showing a presence, holding English classes visibly boosted  the Bedouin self confidence.  The fact that internationals were willing to take a hot, sticky, tortuous journey over rough terrain to be with them and tell their story, helped these resourceful people to stand tall.  The harassment diminished , school resumed, we were able to provide UNWRA with long shot pictures to show that the settlement was active and that further building was taking place, in spite of assurances to the contrary.

Communication caused some laughs, especially as they frequently talked about Cola, but it did not seem to be to drink, eventually we realised that they were referring to Nicola of UNWRA.!!!!!
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These two examples, demonstrate that the presence of Israeli settlements in the West Bank occupied territories, undermine prospects for a peaceful resolution of the Israeli occupation and the conflict.  Especially as the Israeli government provide incentives of money, electricity and water to the illegal settlers, whilst as at Ma’ale Mikhmas the Palestinian community have no electricity and have to buy in water for their families and animals at comparatively great expense, which they can ill afford.

Palestinian land appropriated for Illegal settlements are a source of conflict where ever they are placed.  This means that until they are dismantled, neither Palestinian nor Israeli can live in peace and safety.  The planning of new settlements is continuing unabated.  This in spite of United Nations resolutions and various peace agreements and negotiations, where the Israeli government  says it will halt expansion.  

These are the facts on the ground of daily living under occupation, so it is good that I was able to work with Israeli peace activists, who are against the continued occupation and see its effects as detrimental to both societies and work hard to bring about change.  They are small in number, but committed and hard working.

Given our time constraints I will talk about just 2 groups, Machsom Watch and Rabbis for Human Rights.

Firstly Machsom Watch, a group of Israeli women, who like EAs  stand at checkpoints to monitor the behaviour of soldiers, who control the movement of Palestinians through the checkpoint.  These are in theory security checkpoints set up by the IDF between Palestinian controlled areas and Israeli controlled areas, as an anti terrorism mechanism.  In practice according to the Israeli organisation B’Tselem recently only 40 of the permanent check points meet this standard, the remaining 63 are between Palestinian / Palestinian territory in the name of security.  In practice they are a misuse of power and add to the fragmentation of the West Bank, so reducing the prospect of a just peace.  We worked well with these Machsom Watch ladies, who were usually fluent Hebrew, Arabic and English speakers, providing an invaluable language bridge between Palestinians, soldiers and ourselves.  We were complementary to each other, and the ladies were usually respected by soldiers and Palestinians alike.  

Slide Machsom Watch

Another quite different group was The Rabbis for Human Rights.  A small but active group of men, not all of whom were Rabbis, but who stood alongside Palestinians to show a different face of Israeli society.  I met them in many and various situations, but perhaps memorably to go with them on an Olive tree planting event to a community in  Dier Ystria near Ariel.  A Palestinian farmer’s olive trees were first destroyed  by effluent from the settlement above and 2 years after replanting, the trees were cut off and died.
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Led by the Rabbis some 12 Israelis and internationals, we drove 50km to join the farmers in replanting 50 olive trees provided by the rabbis.
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On the journey home I asked Yoshua why he did it and he said simply and movingly “one day I am going to meet my maker, and he will ask me “what have you done?” I want to be able to say “I have done my bit”

I asked Hillel the same question, he said “Well I believe if you want a better world then you have to do your bit to make it better”

There ARE Israeli citizens who share with us the fact that to have a just peace the Israeli Occupation must end by negotiation within International Law.  

Hillel and Yoshua are doing their bit, what about us?

Remember Faith, a small but essential drop in a big ocean, 

How are you going to do your bit, add your drop to the ocean?

Here is a suggestion list.
WHAT WE CAN DO

WRITE TO YOUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE IN PARLIAMENT

You can find out who your elected representatives are, and how to contact them, on the internet at www.writetothem.com (also gives information on how they have voted in the past). If you want to raise with them any issue relating to the occupation, always write as an individual, always ask your representative to take up the issue with the relevant minister and always ask for a response. Keep your letter short and make a small number of specific points.

MONITOR AND USE THE MEDIA

Local and religious media: Write about your concerns to the newspaper or magazine editor using what you've learned from the EAPPI as a resource. Write also to comment on an article/current news item via the letters page.

National media: Look out for unfair reporting or wrong use of terminology e.g. "disputed territories" that are more accurately described as "occupied territories." Contact the media to point it out.

VISIT ISRAEL/PALESTINE

Study tours to understand the situation by meeting people on both sides of the conflict and looking at aspects of life today in Israel and the Occupied Territories are organised by Rediscovering Palestine, (http://www.rediscoveringpalestine.org.uk), by the Olive Co-operative (www.olivecoop.com) and Experience Travel Tours (ett@ramsdens.me.uk) all based in Britain and also by the Alternative Tourism Group, based in the West Bank (http://www.patg.org).

SPONSOR AN OLIVE TREE

The Olive Tree Campaign - Keep Hope Alive aims at planting 50,000 olive trees in the very places where trees have been uprooted by the Israeli army or where the fields are threatened by land confiscation. Send £20 per tree to: Ycare International, 3-9 Southampton Row, London, WC1 B 5HY or go to www.ej-ymca.org.

BECOME AN ECUMENICAL ACCOMPANIER IN ISRAEL-PALESTINE

If you think that you would be interested in becoming an Ecumenical Accompanier, please keep checking our website for details (www.quaker.org.uk/eappi) or contact us on tel: 020 7663 1144 or gemail: eappi@quaker.orq.uk.
JOIN THE ICAHD BOTTOM-UP CAMPAIGN

Subscribe to icahdaction-subscribe@yahoogroups.com in order to receive, calls to campaign on carefully selected issues relating to different aspects of the occupation. ICAHD is the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions.

PRAY

The churches in the Holy Land have consistently asked us to pray for them. Pray specifically for peace: encourage your church leaders to regularly include informed prayers in their services. Why not set up a regular prayer/peace vigil for the Middle East with other local churches, meeting on a monthly or quarterly basis? You could join in with the Sabeel prayer vigil, every Thursday at noon, see www.sabeel.org.uk.

EAPPI, QPSW, Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ

Telephone 020 7663 1144 Fax 020 7663 1049
Internet www.quaker.org.uk/eappi Email eappieguaker.orq.uk 

GIVE

The EAPPI in Britain and Ireland is reliant upon donations from churches and individuals to select, train and send Ecumenical Accompaniers. You can make cheques payable to "Britain Yearly Meeting (EAPPI)" and send them to EAPPI, Freepost, Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2YS.

TWINNING AND FRIENDSHIP LINKS

Establishing a twinning or friendship link between your town, church, school or union and one in the occupied Palestinian territories, is an effective way of drawing the human rights situation there to the attention of people in your locality. www.twinningwithpalestine.net  provides practical advice about setting up a friendship link or twinning association.

BECOME BETTER INFORMED

The reality of daily life in Israel/Palestine is not covered well enough in the daily press and media. Ask to receive `Journal Letters' by Ecumenical Accompaniers from the above address in order to get these first-hand accounts. Journal Letters can also be downloaded from the EAPPI website www.quaker.org.uk/eappi
PUBLICATIONS

•
The Arab-Israeli Conflict by T. G. Fraser. A concise history of the conflict. (Palgrave/Macmillan, 2004)

•
Lifelines a free information pack from Christian Aid with ideas for action to mark the 40 in anniversary of Israeli occupation. Order one from orders@christian-aid.org.

•
Checkpoints and Chances by Katharine Von Schubert. Daily life in this conflict and under occupation described by former OPSW observer. (Quaker Publications, 2005)

•
Facts on the Ground: The end to the two-state solution? and Israel & Palestine: a question of viability. Two reports by Christian Aid. Order your free copy from orders@christian-aid.org. The second can be downloaded from www.christianaid.org.uk/stoppoverty/conflict/resources/index.aspx 

•
Palestine by Joe Sacco. An American cartoonist gives the Israel/Palestine conflict a new twist, depicting ordinary every day life for Palestinians in cartoon strips. Entertaining as well as informative. (Jonathan Cape 2003.)

WEBSITES

•
www.eappi.org - the World Council of Churches website on the EAPPI - writings by Ecumenical Accompaniers

•
www.btselem.org - reports and statistics by the Israeli human rights organisation on human rights abuses and Israeli government policies in the Occupied Territories. •
: www.reliefweb.int/hic-opt  the United Nations' Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA): regular updates and other authoritative information about the current humanitarian situation in the Occupied Territories.

•
It is difficult for consumers to know whether or not they are buying products produced in Israeli settlements in the Occupied Territories when they buy Israeli products in shops and supermarkets, because ail are labelled Made In Israel. However, the website of the Israeli peace organisation Gush Shalom has a list of exports coming from the settlements: http://gush-shalom.orq/Boycott/boyceng.htm
•
http://www.kibush.co.il - excellent selection of articles & information resources on current issues concerning the conflict.

The EAPPI is a joint project of members of Churches Together in Britain & Ireland

and Christian Aid, managed by Quaker Peace & Social Witness and the World Council of Churches
