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 CENTRAL ASIA-WHERE IS IT?

It is known as the Silk Road-from the West flowed gold, ivory, silver

                                        from the East flowed silk, porcelain, spices

PREVIOUS HISTORY AND CULTURE

BC 330-19TH C

                       BC330 Alexander the Great’s Macedonian empire conquered it
                       7th Century-Conquered by Islam

                       1218 Mongols (Genghis Khan) conquered it, destroyed the    

                                                                   culture

                       1227 empire broken up, divided among sons-followed by a 

                                resurgence of Turkic peoples

                        Beginning in the 19th Century-Russia conquered it to stop 
                                  Britain moving north (Afghanistan was under British rule)
1917-1978 Modern Soviet era
                       Bolsheviks replaced the cruel Tsars but were worse-

                                      1 million died in famines

                       Turned Central Asia into communism in 5 years, from feudalism

                       Millions died under Stalin

                       1924 Russia drew up national boundaries-fear of Pan-Turkism

                                Divide and conquer-throwing together many nationalities

                        Current Central Asia is the product of all this

SLIDE 5    1979-1990 Invasion of Afghanistan by Russia

                        15,000 Soviets died, 1.5 million Afghans

                        ‘no one wins a war in Afghanistan’ they say

1992 Independence

                       Each nation declared independence-Gorbachov resigned

1992 onwards, Post Soviet times

                       Old communist apparatus (KGB, Secret Police) remains with          

                                 new names

                       They range from autocracy (Turkmenistan) to near democracy

                                       (Tajikistan)

                       Lawless dangerous violent nations-largely closed still
                       Many unregistered churches-increasing persecution

RECENT HISTORY

               1992 Relatively few believers

               Thought to be about 100 across entire region

               2007 Thought to be about 100,000 across the region-and growing

               Eg Azerbaijan 2001 about 5,000

                                       2006 about 10,000

PRESENT SITUATION

               New Testament approach to discipleship-expectation that new      

                  believers would engage in Mission at home and overseas-quickly

              Uzbekistan example-house groups of say 8, send 1 person into

                        cross-cultural mission
              Two teenage youngsters led enough people to Christ to form

                    3 house groups each and they looked after them too
               Azerbaijan-Greater Grace Church-high percentage engage quickly in 

                         Mission through a short term Bible School

PRESENT SITUATION (Cont)

               Kazakhstan has largest church in the region-Grace Church 7000

                                        members-hosting conference of 1000 pastors-Nov 6-9
                                    -a church of 80 people bought a building holding 700-

                                        ‘it will soon be full’ they said
STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS
STRENGTHS

                   Fearlessness

                   Courage in the face of severe persecution

                   Commitment to the propagation of the Gospel (eg Uzbekistan)
WEAKNESSES

                  Disunity among leaders-some groups reluctant to participate               
                  Caused by years of suspicion of one another under communism
                  Lack of financial resources

                  Lack of leadership development at local level
OPPORTUNITIES

                  Increasing cooperation across international boundaries within 

                       and outside Central Asia

                  Expulsion of Ms gives opportunities for local people’s gifts to 

                       develop

                  Missions to cities and towns
                  Kyrgyzstan-600 youth leaders on a camp-200 offered for short term

                      Mission teams, 80 for long term and in one day under the noses 

                          of the police and military they led 60 to Christ, saying this 

                              was the nightlight of their camp

THREATS

                  Opposition from government and Muslims

                  Harassment through violence, court cases, fines and 

                      imprisonments
                  Yet they said ‘don’t pray for the persecution to cease, but pray we      

                          will have the strength to endure it’
CENTRAL ASIA AND EUROPE?

Europe is now the dark continent, not Africa, Latin America, Eastern nations
Along with the Chinese etc, they to whom we from the West brought the 

                Gospel will now come Westwards to us with the Gospel
Large numbers already travelling among their own nations with Gospel
Similarly with Ukraine-churches of 40,000

They will see the plight of Europe and come here

In the mean time we can learn from them and imitate them:-

We can develop:-

               A passion for Christ and the Gospel

               A vital dimension to our transformation efforts-Proclamation

                     Currently we do good works (demonstration) but have neglected

                            to witness to Christ in the UK

               A more distinctive radical Christian lifestyle

               Sacrificial boldness to replace political correctness and spinelessness

